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^By Carole 

^ — The Central Intelligence Agency has denied a report, that, 
..with at least its tacit- consent, African swine fever was deliberate- 
ly introduced into Cuba' in W7l:~*£ ? Vi* ;.^* s 
;... Responding yesterday to jpT fonhal inquiry by the Senate Se- 
lect Committee on Intelligence^ the/agency denied any involve- 
ment in the swine fever outbreak in Cubsu j v _" '•'. A' ”• Y ,X! : ~VCV’ 

f^'p-The Senate* inquiry resulted from "a .Newsday investigation' 
that/disdojed CIA; involvement rnthe swine fever outbreak. The 
"investigation included admissidns^byimembers of the U.S. iritel- 
"ligence community t^at they helped transport a. sealed container 
■of swine -fever, virusfrom a U.S. Army-Base and CIA training’ 
/groundin'. Panama to Cuba with the aid of paid anti-Castro ter- 
rorists. The disease, which does not affect humans, broke out in 
epidemie proportions in Cuba, where pork is a staple, forcing the 
government to slaughter 500,000 pigs. • . ' .y ’ • - - 

Spencer Davis, a spokesman Tor the committee headed by 
'Ben. Daniel Inouyh.TD-Hawaii), released a statement on the 
matter yesterday, adding that without further information, the 
'CIA denial terminates the inquiry. Rick Sia, a spokesman for In- 
ouye, said that the statement, reflects Inouye’s position. When 
asked about apparent factual discrepancies in the statement, he 
said he would ask Inouye for a response. Sia, however, did not 
callback. Y/Y jY . . -r. , .. 

; -According fo the statement read by Davis: "The agency told 
the select committee that it knows nothing whatsoever of an al- 
leged plot 'to infect .Cuban livestock by the introduction of swine 
fever.!' Davis said "According to information made available to 
the committee, a massive outbreak of African swine fever was de- 
tected in Cuba hi 1971. The disease had come into Cuba .by 
means of dried, uncured meat Imported from Europe, according 
to this information. To prevent possible spread of the disease to 
the U.S., I the Department of Agriculture conducted a massive 
swine inoculation program in the Southeastern states." 

; ' But according to Ahmed Dardiri, laboratory chief of diag- 
nostic research at the Plum bland Animal Disease Laboratory,, 
and a virologist who has specialized in African swine fever virus/ 
'There is no vaccine for African swine fever yet. We do not yet 
have any vaccine. for the disease." ‘Die inoculations, according to 
the CIA, '-'were administered by ;fhe Department of Agriculture, 
the same government department that operates Plum Island.. 
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••>' J - Dardiri was asked whether anyyaccination program againif 
African swine fever virus could have been administered? “None 
'whatsoever," be said, adding there was never- “any vaccination- 
against swine fever- in the United States . . v not at any time.’ 
/This is a devastating disease," he said, “and the work [on it] 
really is restricted to Plum Island center." He said he has never 
heard of the virus bring transmitted through dried meat. ' 

Dardiri said that if .the disease broke out in the United 
States “as : soon as it was diagnosed, there would be -immediate 
control of the : disease 1 through eradication— kill [the pigs] .ex- 
actly as'it happened in Cuba.” - V" 

: Rep. Thomas-Downey (D-West Islip), a member of the 

, House Armed Services Committee^ ‘said last night, 'The CIA's' 
' apparent use of swine fever agents against Cuba is both iiiexcusa-* 
ble . and"- intolerable. '*1; -have- asked CIA-director-designate: 
[Theodore] Sorenson to iook into the. situation V. ." ~X-' 

- -The CIA h&s refused- ’to'eommert t w the ^chargeado reports 
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